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received due attention. It is further stated that the descent was decided on contrary to -the wishes of the captain, but in deference to the judgment of the experienced Godards, it being, apparently, their conviction that the balloon was heading out to sea, whereas, in reality, they were going due east, " with no sea at all before them nearer than the Caspian."
This huge balloon's next ascent was even more unfortunate. Ascending from the Champ de Mars, it travelled to Hanover. The descent was very rough, one of the passengers sustaining a broken arm and others being cut and bruised.
" Nadar," who died within a fortnight of his ninetieth birthday in March, 1910, was a journalist, caricaturist, and photographer, as well as a balloonist, who believed in the coming day of mechanical flight. He was the organizer of the balloon service from Paris at the time of the siege.
There have been many large balloons in France, notably the " Aiglc," 146,000 cubic feet, of Jacques Balsan, but the largest on record was the captive balloon of Henry Giffard; this had a capacity of 450,000 cubic feet. It made two ascents from Ashburnham Park in 1869.
Most modern balloons are from 20,000 to 80,000 feet capacity, but a notable exception was the " Mammoth " of 108,000 cubic feet capacity, built in London by A. E, Gaudron, in 1907, for long-distance voyages. A trial ascent with fifteen passengers, among whom were Bennett Burleigh, the famous war correspondent, and the present writer, was made in May, 1907, the balloon descending near Basingstoke in a thunderstorm.
On October 12, 1907, an attempt was made to break the world's distance record of 1,193, miles, held by the Count de La Vaulx. The balloon ascended from the Crystal Palace and crossed the North Sea from Yarmouth to the north coast of Denmark, a sea-distance of 360 miles, the greatest oversea balloon voyage ever made.